
Sample A 
 
 
I started the day by walking quietly through the rainforest looking for Howler 
Monkeys.  I know they live in the top of the trees so I was looking for them there.  I 
kept looking and looking and didn’t see anything.  But then I heard a really LOUD 
noise that sounded like a bark!  One monkey started making the noise, and a few 
others joined in.  Then I heard another sound just like it from far away.  It seemed 
like one group was calling to another.  I was surprised about how loud they are.  
Their big throats and saggy pouch in their mouth makes it so they can make really 
loud noises. 
 
I looked toward where I heard the sound and saw some howler monkeys sitting in 
the branches.  I saw one pulling leaves off the tree and eating them.  They also eat 
fruit and nuts too.  There was a big group of them hanging out together.  When they 
moved from branch to branch they used their prehensile tail to help them grip the 
tree branches. 
 
 
Behavior:   sitting in trees, eating, being loud 
 
Defenses: making noise to let other animals know that they are 

there 
 
Physical characteristics: 15 pounds, long tails 
 
Habitat: Mexico to Argentina 
 
  



Sample B 
 
 
I had not seen any animals for a long time, so I climbed a tree to see if I would find 
some Howler Monkeys high in the trees.  I did not see anything at first, but I heard 
them!  The monkeys were growling very loud.  It hurt my ears.  I climbed up more 
and more and then saw a group of monkeys.  I counted 3 big monkeys.  They were 
the loud ones.  I counted 10 smaller ones.  They didn’t make any noise.  Most of the 
howler monkeys were black, but a few were brownish.  Most of them were sitting 
near each other.  A couple of them moved to different branches.  They used their 
prehensile tail to grab the branch and swing to another spot.  After I stayed still they 
stopped making so much noise. 
 
 
 
Physical Characteristics: Prehensile tails that help them grab the branches. 
 
Behavior:   howling, sitting in trees 
 
Habitat:   high in the trees 
 
Life cycle:   live in troops 
 
  



Sample C 
 
 
 
Monkeys live in the trees.  they are brown and red.  They eat leaves fruit and nuts.  
They are loud and make loud noises.  They are hard to see because they live up so 
high.  They sleep a lot. 
 
 
Food:    Leaves, nuts, fruit.  They get water from their food. 
 
Habitat:   trees, south america 
 
Behavior:   loud 
 
Physical characteristics: brown, red, black 
 
  



Sample D 
 
 
I’ve never heard anything like it!  Howler Monkeys must be one of the loudest 
animals in the world!  I was quietly observing the Howler Monkeys from the trees, 
and one of them let out a shriek that sounded like and air raid siren!  Some other 
howlers joined in, and when they stopped for a moment I could hear another group 
from far away answering them.  The hyoid bone and their saggy throat pouch allow 
Howler Monkeys to make some loud noises!  They don’t seem mad when they are 
howling, it is as if they just want to let other animals know to keep out of their space.  
Only the males howl.  I wonder if that is to protect the rest of the troop. 
 
As I observed the Howler Monkeys, I noticed that they don’t move around too much.  
They seem pretty happy to sleep a lot and eat fruits, nuts, leaves and flowers.  In my 
research it said that Howler Monkeys can sleep up to 15 hours a day!  They have 
long tails that are about the same length as their body and help them to grab tree 
branches to swing and climb.  Their prehensile tails are furry on top and grippy 
underneath so they don’t slip off the branches.   
 
 
Habitat:   Southern Mexico to Northern Argentina 
 
Behavior: Sleep a lot, use tails to climb.  Make loud noises that 

other groups of monkeys will answer. 
 
Food sources:   leaves, fruits, nuts, flowers 
 
Physical characteristics: body is 22-36” long, tails are 23-36” long 
 
  



 

Sample E 
 
 
The rainforest was cool and still under the canopy and shade provided by the leaves.  
It was so quiet.  I was straining to hear any Howler Monkeys from far away so I 
would know which direction I should go to see some. I didn’t hear anything at all.  I 
walked around for hours, but didn’t find any.  I guess the Alouatta are really hard to 
spot. 
 
Finally, I heard a sound!  A few monkeys howling loudly,  They were really far away.  
After a few seconds, some monkeys right near me answered.  The sound made by 
their hyoid bone and pouchy mouth was SO LOUD!  I decided to use my equipment 
to climb a tree nearby to take a closer look.  As I got about halfway up, I saw a troop 
of Howler Monkeys sitting near each other on some branches.  They looked smaller, 
so they must be females and babies.  I counted four mothers and 7 smaller monkeys.  
Some of them were sleeping, which Howler Monkeys do a lot.  All of the females 
seemed to take care of all of the younger monkeys.  I heard the loud howling again 
further up in the trees.  I climbed a little higher, trying to be very quiet.  I saw three 
much larger monkeys going from branch to branch using their prehensile tails for 
help.  They were eating flowers and fruit along the way. 
 
 
Behavior:   howl loudly 
 
Physical characteristics: specially designed mouth bones that allow them to 

make really loud noises 
 Tail has no fur on the bottom so they can swing in the 

trees 
  
Life cycle: live in troops, several moms will help take care of a 

baby 
 
Habitat: South America 
 
  



Sample F 
 
 
 
Today I hope to see the Alouatta, or Howler Monkey.  Did you know there are nine 
species of them?  I’ve never seen them before, but they are pretty loud.  They howl 
in the morning to let the other monkeys know where their territory is.    They are 
hard to find because they live high up in trees.  They usually live in troops of about 
15 to 20.  The males are much bigger than the females, and only the males make the 
loud howling sounds. 
 
I heard one.  Wow, they are very very loud.  They are the loudest of all of the 
different kinds of monkeys.  I think I saw a howler on the ground.  It must be looking 
for water.  Howler Monkeys get their water from their food, so they don’t come 
down from the trees very much, only to look for water.  Howler Monkeys eat mostly 
leaves.  The sound of their howl is hard to describe.  It sounds likes a horn but 
deeper.   
 
 
Food:   leaves 
 
Behavior:  make loud noises to keep other animals away 
 
Life cycle:  live in groups together 
 
Life cycle: groups don’t like each other very much, they want to live with 

their own group 
 
 
 
  



Sample G 
 
 
I was walking in the rainforest, and I heard the cry of a Howler Monkey that was 
really far away.  My research says that their howl can be heard up to three miles 
away!  So maybe they were 3 miles from where I was.  I headed toward the sound.  
Since they mostly stay around the same place, I figured maybe I could find them if 
they kept making noise. 
 
A long while later I knew I was getting close.  I looked up into the trees and saw 
several monkeys.  There was a group of them sitting together in the branches.  They 
were the quiet ones, so maybe they were female.  The loud ones were bigger, so they 
were the males.  Their shell-like vocal chambers and wide throats are so they can be 
really loud.  Most of the monkeys had red fur and some looked a little bit darker.  I 
watched them for a long time.  They didn’t come down from the trees the whole 
time, they stay up there most of the time.  I wonder how they sleep in the trees 
without falling. 
 
 
Behavior:   staying up in the trees 
 
Physical characteristics: males are bigger than the females, mostly red fur 
 
Behavior: make loud noise to let other monkeys know that it is 

their territory 
 
Physical characteristics: throats that make it so they are loud 
 
  



 

Sample H 
 
 
Howler monkeys got their name because they are really really loud.  They live in the 
trees in big groups of 15 or 20.  Lots of female monkeys will take care of a baby 
monkey.  They eat leaves and fruits.  They mostly stay in the trees and only come 
down when they are thirsty.  There tails are like an extra arm that they use to climb 
trees. 
 
 
Habitat:   rainforest 
 
Food:    leaves fruit 
 
Physical characteristics: climbing tail 
 
Life cycle:   lots of monkeys will take care of a baby monkey 
 
 
 
  



Sample I 
 
I was so happy to see some Howler Monkeys today. I sure did hear them.  The hyoid 
bone and their wide throats let them howl loudly.  It sounds kind of like a long bark.  
The males howl to let the other troops to keep away because that is their territory.  
There were about 10 monkeys in this troop that I could see.  Some of them were 
sleeping, others were eating.  I’m surprised that they don’t drink any water and only 
get water from their food.  I tried to figure out which male was the leader of the 
troop, but I couldn’t tell.   
 
 
Life cycle:  live in troops 
 
Habitat:  Central and South America 
 
Behavior:  sleep a lot, for 15 hours a day 
 
Food:   nuts, leaves, fruit, leaves 
 
  



Sample J 
 
 
Howler Monkeys live in troops.  They have special tails that help them climb.  They 
come in red, brown and black.  They live in trees in south America.  They stay in the 
trees all the time and get water from the leaves they eat.  They call out to other 
monkeys to let them know that they are there.  Only the males yell loudly.  They are 
pretty small and have long tails.  They sleep for 15 hours a day.   
 
 
Physical characteristics:  long tails 
 
Behavior:    live in trees 
 
Behavior:    sleep a lot 
 
Life cycle:    live in troops 


